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Summary:  International Trade makes use of a protocol requiring that products are given ‘Nomenclature Codes’ that classify them and allow governments to identify the volume and value of products traded. Nursery Stock is classified under ‘Vegetable Products’ and, in the past, all we sell, when it is exported, has needed to be classified with one of a very small number of codes.    The following codes will be the most used by growers and traders of nursery stock, including those already in force until 31st December 2015 and those applicable from 1st January 2016:  06022010  Vines bearing edible fruit 
06022020 NEW Other nursery stock sold bare root and capable of bearing edible fruit 
06022030 NEW Citrus, when sold in container or root ball, but NOT bare root 
06022080 NEW All other edible fruit and nut bearing stock sold in containers or root ball 
06023000  All Rhododendrons and Azaleas 
06024000  All Roses 
06029041  ‘Young’ forest trees 
06029045  Rooted Cuttings and young plants 
06029046 NEW  Other outdoor trees and shrubs sold with bare roots 
06029047 NEW  Conifers and evergreens sold in containers or with root balls 
06029048 NEW  All other trees and shrubs sold in containers or with root balls 
06029050  All other outdoor plants (including perennials and ferns) 
 Introduction The proposal for the introduction of the new customs code was submitted to the European Commission by the Italian Ministry of Agriculture, Food, and Forestry at the request of the Nurserystock Committee and was also supported by the European Nurserystock Association (ENA) at the request of its Italian member ANVE.  The new code structure will allow greater opportunities, also at a statistical level, for the study of trade flows related to the plant types identified by each code, i.e., citrus, fruit plants, conifers and evergreens as well as distinguishing between bare root and container/plugs/root balls. For most of those products, the supplementary unit of "pieces", was prescribed, thereby assisting companies in commercial and statistical valuations for production-planning purposes (except code 06029050 for which is mandatory the use of “weight”). 
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 All this is part of IMPLEMENTING REGULATION (EU) 2015/1754 that amends Annex I of Regulation (EEC) No. 2658/87 on tariff and statistical nomenclature and the Common Customs Tariff (Official Journal of the European Union 10.30.2015). By typing the following link you can view the entire document in all official EU languages http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:L:2015:285:TOC  (p. 87). As indicated in the notes of point 1 of the Section II of the aforementioned Regulation, “...this chapter covers only live trees and goods (including seedling vegetables) of a kind commonly supplied by nursery gardeners or florists for planting or for ornamental use; nevertheless, it does not include potatoes, onions, shallots, garlic or other products of Chapter 7”.  This means that the use of the new customs code and the indication of the number of pieces (except for code 06029050) is mandatory for all international intra-European trade from 1 January 2016.  It also requires the indication of weight for those companies who have achieved in the previous year or, if case of start of activity presume to realize in the current year, dispatches or arrivals of goods over 20 million Euros (NB: it is suggested to have a confirmation from the official customs/tax office in each country).   This guidance, pending the official documentation from the European Commission, is aimed at all producers falling in the Member States and has been prepared with the collaboration between ENA - European Nurserystock Association, ANVE - National Association of Nurserymen Exporters, and the Italian institutions responsible (MIPAAF, ISMEA and customs Agency) to give suggestions on how to classify and enter the appropriate plant products in the customs code.  New CN codes 
The new customs codes of interest to the nursery stock industry are: 

CODE NAME USING SUGGESTIONS 

0602 20 20 Trees, shrubs and bushes, grafted or not, of kinds which bear edible fruit or nuts with bare roots 
Includes:  

 citrus, olive, nuts, fruit trees, shrubs and bushes, and their roots for all king of purposes. 
Excludes: 

 code 0602 20 10 (Vine slips, grafted or rooted) 
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0602 20 30 Trees, shrubs and bushes, grafted or not, of kinds which bear edible fruit or nuts of Citrus  
Includes:  

 Citrus in all kind of container (pot, rootball, etc.) for all kind of purposes. 
Excludes:  

 code 06022020 (citrus in bare roots) 

0602 20 80 Trees, shrubs and bushes, grafted or not, of kinds which bear edible fruit or nuts: other 
Includes:  

 fruit plants and soft fruit in rootball, container or pot, with the micro-propagated fruit rootstocks in al kind of container including tray (which do not directly produce fresh fruit and nut) and their roots, for all kind of purposes. 
 olive, nuts, fruit trees, shrubs and bushes and their roots in all kind of container (rootball, pot, etc.) for all kind of purposes 

Excludes: 
 code 0602 20 10 (Vine slips, grafted or rooted) 
 code 0602 20 30 (citrus in container)  

0602 90 46 Outdoor plants, trees, shrubs and bushes with bare roots Includes:  
 conifers, evergreen and deciduous, including their roots  

Excludes:  
 code 0602 20 20 (fruit plants) 
 code 0602 90 45 (Rooted cuttings and young plants) 
 code 0602 90 41 (Forest trees) 
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0602 90 47 Outdoor plants, trees, shrubs and bushes of conifers and evergreens Includes:  
 conifer and evergreen with their roots, in all kind of container (rootball, pot, etc) for all kind of purposes    

Excludes: 
 code 0602 20 20 (fruit plants) 
 code 0602 90 45 (Rooted cuttings and young plants) 
 code 0602 90 41 (Forest trees) 
 code 0602 90 48 (other. Deciduous for example) 

0602 90 48 Outdoor plants, trees, shrubs and bushes: other Include: 
 deciduous including their roots in all kind of container (rootball, pot, etc.) 
 others trees, shrubs and bushes not included in other codes  

0603 19 20 Cut flowers and flower buds of a kind suitable for bouquets or for 
ornamental purposes, fresh, dried, dyed, bleached, impregnated or 
otherwise: ranunculi  

All kind of ranunculi 

0603 19 70 Cut flowers and flower buds of a kind suitable for bouquets or for 
ornamental purposes, fresh, dried, dyed, bleached, impregnated or 
otherwise: other 

Other kind of cut flowers not included in other codes of 0603 19 
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For a better understanding, find below the entire chapter 6 with a list of all customs codes including new ones (marked with *), additional explanations and the old changed codes. 
 

SECTION II  
VEGETABLE PRODUCTS  

CHAPTER 6  
  LIVE TREES AND OTHER PLANTS; BULBS, ROOTS AND THE LIKE; CUT FLOWERS AND ORNAMENTAL FOLIAGE  
Notes 1. Subject to the second part of heading 0601, this chapter covers only live trees and goods (including seedling vegetables) of a kind commonly supplied by nursery gardeners or florists for planting or for ornamental use; nevertheless, it does not include potatoes, onions, shallots, garlic or other products of Chapter 7. 2. Any reference in heading 0603 or 0604 to goods of any kind shall be construed as including a reference to bouquets, floral baskets, wreaths and similar articles made wholly or partly of goods of that kind, account not being taken of accessories of other materials. However, these headings do not include collages or similar decorative plaques of heading 9701.   UNITS: p/st = number of items. new CN code Description Units Old code 

 0601 Bulbs, tubers, tuberous roots, corms, crowns and rhizomes, dormant, in growth or in flower; chicory plants and roots other than roots of heading 1212: 
  

 0601 10 – Bulbs, tubers, tuberous roots, corms, crowns and rhizomes, dormant:   
 0601 10 10  Hyacinths p/st  
 0601 10 20  Narcissi p/st  
 0601 10 30  Tulips p/st  
 0601 10 40  Gladioli p/st  
 0601 10 90  Other p/st  
 0601 20 – Bulbs, tubers, tuberous roots, corms, crowns and rhizomes, in growth or in flower; chicory plants and roots:   
 0601 20 10  Chicory plants and roots ---  
 0601 20 30  Orchids, hyacinths, narcissi and tulips  This subheading includes epiphytic orchids (for example, orchids of the genera Cattleya and Dendrobium).  

---  

 0601 20 90  Other ---  
 0602 Other live plants (including their roots), cuttings and slips; mushroom spawn:   
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new CN code Description Units Old code 
 0602 10 – Unrooted cuttings and slips: The following subheadings cover:  1. the live parts of plants without roots which have been separated from the parent plant to become independent plants (cuttings);  2. the live parts of plants with buds (eyes) which are intended for grafting on to plants (slips).  

  

 0602 10 10  of vines ---  
 0602 10 90  Other ---  
 0602 20 – Trees, shrubs and bushes, grafted or not, of kinds which bear edible fruit or nuts: Fruit trees 

  

 0602 20 10  Vine slips, grafted or rooted ---  
   Other:   * 0602 20 20   With bare roots Trees, shrubs and bushes, grafted or not, of kinds which bear edible fruit or nuts (excl. vine slips grafted or not): only product for plantations 

p/st 0602 20 90 

    Other:   
* 0602 20 30    Citrus Citrus trees and shrubs, grafted or not (excl. with bare roots). Task of this code: to have all statistics regarding ornamental citrus or citrus for planting.  All kind of citrus (regardless height, size of container, size of root ball) without distinction between trees and shrubs or pot plants (lemon trees or pot plants, orange trees or pot plants, etc.) 

p/st 0602 20 90 

* 0602 20 80  Other other trees, shrubs and bushes with edible fruit, in root ball  
p/st 0602 20 90 

 0602 30 00 – Rhododendrons and azaleas, grafted or not p/st  
 0602 40 00 – Roses, grafted or not This subheading covers both cultivated roses and dog or wild roses.   

p/st  

 0602 90 – Other:   
 0602 90 10  Mushroom spawn Mushroom spawn is the term given to a net of fragile threads (Thallus or Mycelium), often found underground, which lives and grows on the surface of decomposing animal or vegetable matter and develops in the tissues themselves and produces mushrooms. Mushroom spawn bred for commercial purposes is sold in the form of squares, comprising fragments of half-decomposed straw on which are deposited layers of mycelium.  This subheading also includes a product consisting of mushroom spawn, not fully developed, placed in microscopic amounts on a layer of cereal grains enclosed in a compost of sterilised horse manure (a mixture of straw and horse dung).  

---  

 0602 90 20  Pineapple plants ---  
 0602 90 30  Vegetable and strawberry plants ---  
   Other:   
    Outdoor plants:   
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new CN code Description Units Old code 
     Trees, shrubs and bushes:   
 0602 90 41     Forest trees This subheading includes young plants from the seeds of coniferous or deciduous trees, normally used for afforestation. They are generally supplied without balled roots. 

p/st  

      Other:   
 0602 90 45      Rooted cuttings and young plants This subheading includes young plants, not elsewhere specified or included, i.e., plants requiring further nursery cultivation before being planted. These are one- to two-year-old seedlings, also rooted cuttings, grafted or budded root- stocks or plants, layers and plants which are generally not older than two to three years. 

p/st  

       Other:   * 0602 90 46       With bare roots Outdoor trees, shrubs and bushes, incl. their roots, with bare roots (excl. cuttings, slips and young plants, and fruit, nut and forest trees). Ornamental trees, bushes and shrubs (excl. forest trees) traded as bare roots 

p/st 0602 90 49 

        Other:   
* 0602 90 47        Conifers and evergreens Conifer and evergreen outdoor trees, palm trees, shrubs and bushes, rootballed or in container (excl. with bare roots, cuttings, slips, young plants and fruit, nut and forest trees).   

p/st 0602 90 49 

* 0602 90 48        Other Outdoor trees, shrubs and bushes, incl. their roots (excl. with bare roots, cuttings, slips, young plants, conifers, evergreens and fruit, nut and forest trees).  

p/st 0602 90 49 

 0602 90 50    Other outdoor plants This subheading includes winter-hardy plants which are intended for permanent planting, whose non-woody stem above the ground dies in autumn and sends out new shoots in spring.  This subheading also includes ferns, marsh and aquatic plants (other than those of heading 0601 and of subheading 0602 90 99).  This subheading also includes turf rolls and turf slabs for making lawns.  

---  

    Indoor plants:   
 0602 90 70    Rooted cuttings and young plants, excluding cacti p/st  
     Other:   
 0602 90 91     Flowering plants with buds or flowers, excluding cacti p/st  
 0602 90 99     Other p/st  
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new CN code Description Units Old code 
 0603 Cut flowers and flower buds of a kind suitable for bouquets or for ornamental purposes, fresh, dried, dyed, bleached, impregnated or otherwise prepared: 

  

  – Fresh: The following subheadings (0603 11 00 to 0603 19 70) include flowers and flower buds, the natural colour of which has been modified or enhanced, particularly by absorption treatment with coloured solutions before or after cutting or merely by soaking, provided that these products are imported fresh.   

  

 0603 11 00  Roses p/st  
 0603 12 00  Carnations p/st  
 0603 13 00  Orchids p/st  
 0603 14 00  Chrysanthemums p/st  
 0603 15 00  Lilies (Lilium spp.) p/st  
 0603 19  Other:   
 0603 19 10   Gladioli p/st  * 0603 19 20   Ranunculi p/st 0603 19 80 

* 0603 19 70   Other This subheading includes sunflowers and reseda. However, the stems and leaves of these two plants (without flowers) fall in subheading 1404 90 00.  This subheading also includes willow branches with buds or flowers. However, willow branches without buds or flowers fall in subheading 1401 90 00. 

p/st 0603 19 80 

 0603 90 00 – Other ---  
 0604  Foliage, branches and other parts of plants, without flowers or flower buds, and grasses, mosses and lichens, being goods of a kind suitable for bouquets or for ornamental purposes, fresh, dried, dyed,  bleached,impregnated or otherwise prepared: 

  

 0604 20 – Fresh:   
   Mosses and lichens:   
 0604 20 11  Reindeer moss This is a plant of the Cladoniaceae family (Cladonia rangiferina, Cladonia silvatica and Cladonia alpestris).   

---  

 0604 20 19  Other ---  
 0604 20 20  Christmas trees p/st  
 0604 20 40  Conifer branches ---  
 0604 20 90  Other This subheading does not cover fresh ears of sweetcorn (Zea mays var. saccharata) (Chapter 7) or of cereal plants (Chapter 10). 

---  

 0604 90 – Other:   
   Mosses and lichens:   
 0604 90 11   Reindeer moss See the explanatory note to subheading 0604 20 11. ---  
 0604 90 19   Other ---  
   Other:   
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new CN code Description Units Old code 
 0604 90 91  Not further prepared than dried  This subheading does not cover dried branches which have been twisted or formed into spirals, regardless of whether they were twisted or formed into spirals before being dried (subheading 0604 90 99). This subheading does not cover the simply dried ears of sweetcorn (Zea mays var. saccharata) (Chapter 7) or of cereal plants (Chapter 10). 

---  

 0604 90 99  Other This subheading includes the dried ears of cereal plants (for example, maize) which have been bleached, dyed, impregnated or otherwise treated for ornamental purposes. This subheading also includes dried branches which have been twisted or formed into spirals. 

---  

   What’s next?  The purpose of all this has been to collect useful information, whether that is for use by governments or by the Trade. However, we think we would all agree that these categories are so broad that any information collected will be of limited usefulness. Some of the categories used, such as ‘Roses’ or ‘Rhododendrons and Azaleas’ appear to look back to a time when these crops were far more important than they are today.   During 2015 the Italians, leaded by ANVE, have successfully lobbied for additional codes that will give greater information on the amount and value of Citrus plants traded around the world: this has taught us that it is possible to get change in this area. In addition, the exercise has demonstrated that there is great confusion about how the codes should be used – how specific plants should be coded.  We believe there are two areas here in which ENA can do work. Firstly, we can clarify amongst ourselves exactly how the existing codes should be used and thus make the information currently collected more accurate. Secondly, we can take time out to carefully consider what information we as a Trade would like to see collected and, having done that, lobby for a fundamental change that will result in perhaps a significant increase in the number of codes used and far more reliable and far more useful information collected.  The first of these areas of work is most easily addressed. For most of us, we do not get involved with the detail of how our plants are coded if we import or export stock: our computer systems have a code built into them against each plant name and that code automatically appears on our paperwork. However, there is clearly some confusion about which code should be allocated to each plant. A small group should be able to establish some clear guidelines and, when that is done, we can petition the small number of computer software companies that supply our computer systems to update their products with the correct information.  
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The second area of work will require more coordination. What products do we want information on? (Mediterranean growers are interested in Palms, for example).  How would we use the information if we had it? If we don’t see any use for the information, then perhaps there is now point in asking for a change! When we have established what product groups we want to know about, if we do, how will we define those product groups? It might be sensible to involve some of the computer software houses, since it would ultimately be their equipment that would have to be changed if we demand change. Perhaps we should, at the outset, meet with the Authorities to establish exactly why they collect the information (there is a thought that they crudely turn ‘numbers’ of plants into ‘weight’ of plants!)     30-12-2015, updated 24-05-2016. Tim Edwards, ENA. Edoardo Sciutti, ANVE. Marc Van Hulle, ENA Legislation WG. Josep M. Pagès, ENA.                     
Disclaimer: This information is provided strictly on the basis that ENA, its members, statutory offices, employees, delegates and all other persons 
responsible for or associated with the compilation, writing, editing, approval, or publication of the information: 1)  disclaim any and all responsibility for any inaccuracy, error, omission, lateness, or any other kind of inadequacy, deficiency or flaw in, or in relation to, the information; and  2) without limiting (1) above, fully exclude any and all liability of any kind on the part of all of them, to any person or entity that chooses to rely on this information. 
 


