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Dear Mr Edwards, 

The Commissioner asked me to reply on his behalf to your letter of 9 July 2015 regarding the 

implementation of the new system of direct payments. You underlined in particular that 

Spain has not opened the system of direct payments to the ornamental plants sector while 

other Member States did.  

I have taken note of your concern as regards the risk of distortion of competition in the 

European ornamental plants sector that might result from the different choices of EU 

Member States regarding the option to open the system to the ornamental plants sector in 

accordance with point (a)(i) of the third subparagraph of Article 24 of Regulation 1307/2013.  

First, I would like to clarify that in those Member States which have decided not to make use 

of this option, the land cultivated with ornamental plants is still eligible if it complies  with 

the eligibility conditions set out in Regulation (EU) No 1307/2014 and in particular in Article 

32 of that Regulation. The option in question only gave the choice to Member States to add 

to the population of farmers who are eligible for an allocation of payment entitlements in 

2015 those who were not entitled to be granted direct payments in 2013 but were producing 

ornamental plants in that year. 

Secondly, I would like to underline that the decision to make use of this option lies solely 

with the Member States. A number of Member States have used it, while others have decided 

not to. As a result, farmers in this situation may benefit or not from this option depending on 

the decision of the Member State where they are located. This is the consequence of new 

system as it has been designed and adopted by the Council and the European Parliament. 

My services have no information about any distortion of competition in the ornamental plants 

sector.  

Yours sincerely, 

In the absence of Jerzy PLEWA 
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